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Did You Know? 
The Gospel of Mark Edition 

-At 16 chapters,  
Mark is the shortest Gospel. 

-The Gospel of Mark is the most  
action-packed Gospel; the author 

uses the word immediately  
36 times, more than 1/3 of the  

number of times the word 
 immediately appears  

in the entire Bible! 

-The Gospel of Mark was  
written by John Mark, the same  

John Mark who caused the  
disagreement between Paul  
and Barnabas, and is based  

on the accounts of Jesus  
provided by the Apostle Peter. 

-The Gospel of Mark records  
19 miracles performed by Jesus. 

-The book of Mark was written  
to Gentile Christians in Rome  
who were facing persecution. 

-The oldest fragment of the  
New Testament is a piece of  

papyrus that includes a portion  
of the Gospel of Mark. 

 
We are Cherry Tree Alliance.  

 

         LOVING GOD!  
 

             LOVING YOU!  



Great Expectations 
 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi.  
On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” They replied,  

“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the  
prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 
Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this,  

and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But when Jesus turned and 
looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said.  

“You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 
me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?” 

Mark 8:27-37 

 
Your notes and comments: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Collegiate Day of Prayer  
Please mark your calendars for the  

Collegiate Day of Prayer this Thursday,  
February 23rd. The goal is to cover every 

campus across the nation in prayer.  
There are several ways you can participate: 

 

1. You can sign up to adopt a  
campus in prayer at collegiatedayofprayer.org.  

2. You can join our CTAC Prayer Challenge on our church Facebook 
page, where we are seeking individuals to commit to praying on 

February 23rd for each of our local college campuses.  

3. The CDOP National Prayer Simulcast will air on February 23rd  
from 8:00 - 10:00 PM EST from Asbury University. 

4. A prayer sheet is available in the bulletin this week  
to help guide your time of intercession at home or with a group.  

Christian Care Committee Meeting 
The Christian Care Committee will be meeting this  

Tuesday, February 21st at 6:30 PM. If anyone  
has questions, please contact Cheri Truskey. 

FCCAA’s Empty Bowls Fundraiser  
Fayette County Community Action Agency will be hosting 
its annual Empty Bowls fundraiser on Sunday, April 16th 

from 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM. The goal of the event is to raise 
awareness of hunger in our community and funds to support our local 
food bank. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door. The location 

this year is the Community Service Center at 137 North Beeson Avenue 
in Uniontown. You will receive a handmade ceramic bowl, artfully  

crafted by local students & artisans, and a takeout meal donated by  
local restaurants. For more information, visit www.facebook.com/
FCCAA.org or call / e-mail: 724-430-6426 / lthresher@fccaa.org  

A hearty CONGRATULATIONS to the winners  
of our 2023 Chili Cook-Off!  

 

Your delightful creations were enjoyed & savored  
by our judges & church family alike!  

 

Spiciest: Michelle Mace  
People’s Choice: Cathy Thomas  

Most Original: Cathy Thomas 



2023 Nominations for Church Offices Open  
Nominations are open for the following offices to be filled by election  

at our Annual Meeting with terms to begin June 1st, 2023:  
 

Governing Board Members 
Can consist of Elders and Non-Elders 

The newly constituted Governing Board can have as many  
as 13 members in addition to the senior pastor,  
and a majority of the members must be elders.  

(eligible for reelection: Travis Deans, Joshua Mitchell,  
Jeff Perkins, Bryson Taylor, Joe Thomas, Doug Trimmer) 

 

Treasurer  
(our current Treasurer, Don Smith, is terming out  

and will not be eligible for reelection for a 2023-2025 term.)  
 

Assistant Treasurer  
(eligible for reelection: Tammy McCracken) 

 

Head Trustee 
(our current Head Trustee, Joe Thomas, is terming out  

and will not be eligible for reelection for a 2023-2025 term.)  
 

Christian Care Committee  
(eligible for reelection: Tracey Dillon, Laura Glisan,  

Melissa Lough, Lori Page, Cindy Trimmer) 
 

Nomination Procedures – Please prayerfully consider whom you 
might nominate, relying upon the guidance of the Scripture and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit. The standards for spiritual leadership are 

found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9. Any active member wishing  
to place someone in nomination must first obtain permission from the  
person to be nominated and receive the assurance that the person 

agrees to be considered for the position & is willing to serve. Then the 
member wishing to place the name in nomination must submit the name 

in writing to Joe Thomas via e-mail or by hand delivery in a sealed  
envelope. Include the name of the person you’re nominating, the office, 
and your name, which will be confidential. The deadline for nominations 

is Sunday, March 19th.  
 

Those elected to the Nominating Committee for 2023 are  
Joe Thomas (chairman), Mark Dillon, Susan Gallo,  

Renee Schaefer, and Pastor Bryson Taylor.  

Ladies involved in our Secret Sister program… 
 

~ Remember to touch base with your sister!  
 

~ We’ll be planning our reveal for March 25th;  
save the date! More details coming soon. 

 

~If you have not heard from your sister lately,  
please reach out to Luann. 

 

Collegiate Day of Prayer -  

Outline 
 

Focus First & Foremost on Jesus Christ 
Most importantly, start your time of prayer by reflecting on the  

person of Christ with a significant time of worship and adoration.  
This will build corporate unity (in a group setting) and put you in the 
right frame of mind to effectively pray. An undivided focus on Jesus 
Christ is the best way to start and sustain a meaningful and rewarding 

time of prayer. May God richly bless you in all your prayer efforts  
for this generation! 

 
 

A Three Phase Approach to Praying  

for a Student Awakening: 
 
 1) Pray for an Open Heaven — A Posture of Worship & Adoration 

 Pray for the fullness of the power and presence of Jesus Christ. 

 Pray for an accurate view of the glory and majesty of Jesus Christ. 

 Pray for a renewed passion and an intimate affection for Jesus Christ. 
 

 2) Pray for an Open Heart — A Posture of Humility & Submission 

 Pray for a response of faith, humility and surrender to the Lordship of  
Jesus Christ. 

 Pray for a turning away from anything that would hinder a strong 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 Pray for a revelation of the unfailing love, comfort and adoption of the 
Father through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
 3) Pray for an Open Hand — A Posture of Joyful &  
       Sacrificial Giving 

 Pray for students to joyfully share the hope of Christ’s love through 
generous acts of compassion and evangelism. 

 Pray for students to defend the defenseless and care for the orphans  
and the widows. 

 Pray for students to finish the remaining task of evangelizing every tongue, 
tribe and nation in this generation for the glory and pleasure of Jesus Christ. 



 

Please pray for our Alliance worker of the week, Chia-Lin Yu, who serves in  
Congo. She shared the following prayer requests: “1. Thank God for the  

volunteers at RSM (Good News Radio). Please pray for their health, job stability, 
and stable income so they may continue to give their time at the radio. May God 
give RSM more clients so it will become financially independent of the Missions. 
2. Praise and thank God that RSM is back on the air after a severe thunderstorm 
and power surge. Damaged equipment has been repaired or replaced. RSM is 

being equipped with musical instruments and audio-visual equipment. We bought 
a 22-channel mixer which will arrive in April with a visitor from the States.  

3. Praise and thank God for calling John and Charlene Stirzaker to join the Congo 
Team. Please pray for them as they prepare to leave Mali and transition to Congo. 

4. Please pray for the women and girls in Hagar House. Please pray for their  
income-generating activities and growth in maturity. As David and Teresa will be 
retiring in April, please pray for housing for Princia and Schekina, direction for the 

ministry, and a new person to lead it. 5. Please pray for a replacement English 
teacher for the school La Plantation.6. It’s official! The departure date for  

Chia-Lin Yu’s 1-year home assignment is May 1, 2023. Arrangements need 
 to be made both in the field and in the States; please pray for wisdom.” 

International Workers of the Week 

Kids & Capacity Sunday Ministry  
 

Jr. Kids Church - 10:00 AM on Sunday Mornings  
Ages Pre-K / K-1st Grade / 2nd through 5th Grade 

Nursery Care available  
 

i 

Capacity Church - 10:00 AM on Sunday Mornings 
6th-8th Grade - Contact Joshua Mitchell with any  
questions at capacityallianceyouth@gmail.com. 

Capacity  
Wednesday Night Ministry / 6:30 - 8:00 PM  

Grades 6th-12th  
Please contact Joshua Mitchell with any questions  

at capacityallianceyouth@gmail.com.  

AWANA Clubs  
Our AWANA Clubs for ages 3 years old  

through 5th grade are held every  
Wednesday evening, 6:30 - 8:00 PM.  

Cherry Tree Alliance Church 
 

640 Cherry Tree Lane 
Uniontown, PA 15401 
(724) 550-4624 
 

ctallch@verizon.net      
www.cherrytreealliance.org  
Guest WiFi: ctac7777 

 
 

Please spend time this week in prayer on behalf of our local  
colleges... for their faculty, staff, & students. We hope that you will 

consider participating in the Collegiate Day of Prayer this Thursday, 
February 23rd. Prayer guides are available in today’s bulletin if you 
would like suggestions on specific ways to pray for area campuses.  

Prayer of the Day 

Two offering plates are located at the back of the sanctuary.  
You may also place your offering in the wall lockbox outside 
 the church office door. To give online, visit our website at 

www.cherrytreealliance.org/giving to check out our electronic  
donation service using the program Tithe.ly.  

Thanks for your faithful giving! 

The C&MA has workers in Ukraine who are actively engaged 
 in relief aid through Compassion and Mercy Associates,  

the relief arm of the Alliance. To donate, please write “Ukraine”  
on your offering envelope or in the memo box of online giving  

(select “Other” for fund). 

GIVING  
Operating Fund Giving for February: $13,528 

(Amount needed monthly: $27,734)  
Last Week’s Great Commission Giving: $319 

 
 
 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE  
Worship Service: 122 
Children’s Church: 32 
Livestream Views: 191 

Revelation Doesn’t Have to Be Scary 
Sunday School Class with Rev. Mark Berkshire  

Sundays at 8:30 AM / Room 201 

Moms in Prayer - Mondays at 6:00 PM 
Please ask the church office for Teresa’s number  

for the meeting details. 

Immerse Small Groups - Reading Beginnings  
 

20s, 30s, 40s Small Group (meets biweekly) 
Next meeting: Today, February 19th at 6:00 PM 

 

(Meeting schedule: 2/19, 3/5, 3/19, 4/2, 4/16, 4/30, 5/7, 5/21) 

College Age Group (meets weekly) 
Sundays at 7:30 PM 

 

The Ladies’ Small Group on Wednesday evenings  
will not meet again until spring. 


